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The Politics of History and Memory in Eastern 
Europe and Asia
 
The end of the Cold War has led to shifts in the memoryscapes 
in countries in Eastern Europe and Asia. 

This lecture series will show how at the backdrop of the chan-
ging world order since the 1990s memory and history are 
constantly rewritten and contested both in a national and 
transnational framework.

It will analyse the dynamics of history and memory in coun-
tries that witnessed the collapse of socialism on the one hand 
(Poland, Ukraine, Romania, and Kazakhstan) and the nominal 
survival of one-communist party role on the other (China, 
Laos, and Vietnam). Japan constitutes a special case, but here 
as well representations of historical memory underwent signi-
ficant changes since the end of the Cold War. 

General questions will concern the main actors of memory 
politics as well as the changes of the leading memory com-
munities.

The papers will be presented by leading scholars in the field 
from England, Ukraine and Germany.

21.10.2015 Dr. Barak Kushner  
(NK) SR 211 (Reader, Faculty of Asian & Middle Eastern  
 Studies, University of Cambridge) 
 
 “National Memory and the Politics of War  
 Crimes in China and Japan”

25.11.2015 Dr. Paulina Gulińska-Jurgiel  
(NK) SR 211 (Aleksander-Brückner-Zentrum für Polenstudien,  
 Institut für Geschichte, Martin-Luther-Universität  
 Halle) 
 
 „Polnische Streitgeschichte nach 1989:  
 Akteure und Debatten“

2.12.2015 Prof. Dr. Yaroslav Hrycak   
(NK) SR 211  (Ukrainian Catholic University, Lviv) 
 
 “Euromaidan and Metamorphoses of  
 Historical Memory: The Case of Stepan Bandera”

9.12.2015 Dr. Oliver Tappe  
(NK) R 401 (Senior Researcher, Global South Studies  
 Center Cologne, Universität zu Köln)
 
 „Die Partei und die Körper der Könige -  
 Gedenkpraktiken in der Laotischen  
 Demokratischen Volksrepublik“

Termine jeweils Mittwoch, 18:15 bis 19:45 Uhr 
 


